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A Guide to Writing  

 --  Instrumental Reports  --   
Year 7 – 10, VELS Format 

 

1. Open a class list in Markbook 
2. Select a student from LH column and fill in the various fields. You can only 

fill in the white columns (shaded are unavailable) Note: bottom of screen 
will indicate what the column is referring to: eg PLEIDV 1 Ð The Individual 
Learner 

 
COLUMN 1 – PLEIDV 1  Ð ÔThe Individual LearnerÕ 
Consult the ÔPersonal LearningÕ rubrics to see where your student best fits. Fred 
Citizen 7B began flute at the start of 2007 and is exactly where you would expect 
him to be at this stage of the year. After consulting the rubric you decide that he is 
willing to ask questions, is keen to learn and is able to identify his weaknesses and 
work on these and is excited about making progress on his instrument. So you give 
him a 4.25 in the drop down box. 
 
COLUMN 2 – PLEMPL Ð ÔManaging Personal LearningÕ 
Consult the ÔPersonal LearningÕ rubrics. Fred regularly attends lessons with his 
equipment, he has established a regular practice routine, he writes his homework in 
his practice diary and is able to work towards a set goal such as a soiree. So you give 
him a 4.25 in the drop down box. 
 
COLUMN 3 – ARTCR 1  Ð ÔCreating and MakingÕ 
Consult ÔThe ArtsÕ music rubric to see where your student best fits. Fred began 
learning the flute at the beginning of the year. He now has the range of one octave 
and is able to play many simple tunes using these notes. He understands the value of 
notes up to eighth notes in simple time and is becoming more fluent in his playing. 
He has established the correct flute embouchure and is developing a correct 
breathing technique. So you give him a 4.25 in the drop down box. 
 
COLUMN 4 – ARTER 1  Ð ÔExploring and RespondingÕ 
Consult ÔThe ArtsÕ music rubrics to see where your student best fits.  
Fred realizes that he can shorten his practice time by not playing a whole piece 
because whole parts of it are the same. This amazes him and he begins to look for 
the repeated sections in all his music to same himself some time. He is able to 
recognize simple styles and can respond by changing his playing to suit a particular 
style. You would give Fred a 4.25 in the drop down box. 
 
COLUMN 5 – VEFF  Ð ÔEffortÕ 
This is the same as last yearÕs reports, you need to click on one of the following in 
the drop down box: Excellent, Very Good, Acceptable, Needs Attention 
 
COLUMN 6 – VBEH Ð ÔBehaviourÕ 
The same as for column 5 
 
COLUMN 7 – VACH 1  Ð What (Name) has achieved 
A comment of up to 700 characters of what your student has achieved on their 
instrument this year.  
 
COLUMN 8 – VAFI 1  Ð Areas for Improvement/future learning 
A comment of up to 700 characters of areas that your students can improve upon 
and how they may achieve this. 
COLUMN 9 – ATA 1  Ð ÔRepertoireÕ 
A drop down box that gives a rating for the amount or quality of repertoire covered 
in the semester by the student. Click on one of the following: Excellent, Very Good, 
Good, Satisfactory, Limited, Not Satisfactory or Not Assessed. 
 
COLUMN 10 – ATB 1  Ð ÔTechnical WorkÕ 
Same as for Column 9 only regarding the technical work covered in the semester 
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COLUMN 11 – ATC 1  Ð ÔInstrument Specific SkillsÕ 
Refers to the skills specific to the instrument the student is playing and their 
progress in this area. Eg. hand position, embouchure, bowing technique, tone 
production, diction, breathing, tonguing etc.  
 
COLUMN 12 -  ATD 1  Ð ÔAttendance and PreparationÕ 
Do they attend and do they practise and how well do they do this ? Drop down box 
the same as for column 9 
 
YOU’RE NOW DONE ! 
 
 
NOTE 
There is also a table which cross references an AMEB grade to a particular 
progression point. If you are not sure where to place your students in the VELS 
progression points, refer to this table and cross reference it with ÔThe ArtsÕ and 
ÔPersonal LearningÕ rubrics to gain a starting point.  
 
Whilst your studentÕs progress rate may not match each asterisk point in the rubric 
choose the one which best aligns with them. Any specific points you wish to make 
as to their progress should be outlined in the comments section.  
 
Be sure you make a consistent judgment with your progression points, 
as a student cannot go backwards on the end of the year report and 
should show progress to a higher progression point.  
 



VELS Instrumental Music Indicator

Vels Level Year Flute Oboe Bsn. Clar. Sax Tpt. Horn Trom. Eupho Tuba Perc.

4 Start of Yr.7
4.25 End of Sem 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
4.5 End of Yr.7 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 1
4.75 End of Sem 1 Yr.8 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 3 3 2
5 End of Yr.8 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 3 3 2
5.25 End of Sem 1 Yr.9 3 3 3 3 4 4 4 4 4 4 3
5.5 End of Yr.9 3 3 3 3 4 4 4 4 4 4 3
5.75 End of Sem. 1 Yr.10 4 4 4 4 5 5 5 5 5 5 4
6 End of Yr. 10 4 4 4 4 5 5 5 5 5 5 4
6.25 End of Sem. 1 Yr.11 5 5 5 5 6 6 6 6 6 6 5
6.5 End of Yr. 11 5 5 5 5 6 6 6 6 6 6 5
6.75 Sixth Year Standard 6 6 6 6 7 7 7 7 7 7 6

Note
1. It is to be assumed that each student is a beginner at the commencement of Year 7.
2. If a student enters Year 7 already having played their instrument place them at a grade level and give them the appropriate VELS level.
3. If a student is midway preparing for an exam give them an End of Semester 1 Level. Only give them an End of Year Level when they have completed  
    an actual grade or set work of that level.
4. Some students do not actually sit for AMEB exams - so long as you have a clear understanding of the playing level at each grade
    you should be able to accurately plot where your student is in relation to the AMEB system and thus obtain a VELS Level.
5. The numbers indicate an AMEB Grade. This is based upon the average ability student who begins in Year 7.



Guitar Voice Violin Viola Cello D. Bass Piano
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Personal Learning Domain  Instrumental Music 
 

The Individual Learner  
4.00 4.25 4.50 4.75 

¥ May ask many questions but 

does not retain the 

information due to lack of 

individual reinforcement. 

¥ Seems unconcerned by the 

lack of perceived progress 

¥ Often does not try and gives 

up at the least difficulty 

¥ Does not consider the needs 

of others in the learning 

environment. 

 

¥ Willing to ask questions to 

further their knowledge of 

instrumental technique 

¥ Identifies strengths and 

weaknesses in their playing 

and with teacher assistance 

utilizes strategies to improve. 

¥ Displays excitement about 

music and making progress 

on their instrument. 

¥ Asks and is eager to receive 

information about how to 

improve their performance. 

¥ Applies knowledge learnt in 

class to learn other pieces 

that they have individually 

sourced. 

¥ Displays ambition to 

progress on their instrument 

so as to progress in the 

ensemble program. 

¥ Is aware of the range of 

players in the school who 

play the same instrument and 

monitor their own progress 

by the role model that these 

students set. 

¥ Student gathers feedback on 

their performance from 

many sources including: 

instrumental teacher, 

ensemble conductor, peers 

and family. 

Managing Personal Learning 
4.00 4.25 4.50 4.75 

¥ Has not established a 

practice routine and often 

attends lessons unable to 

play the set material. 

¥ Disorganized, usually has to 

be collected for a lesson, and 

often does not have 

instrument or music at 

school. 

¥ Has not taken responsibility 

for learning the fingerings or 

names of notes taught in 

class. 

¥ Unaware of the impact that 

individual lack of motivation 

has on the progress of the 

group as a whole. 

 

 

 

 

 

¥ Has established a regular 

practice routine and attends 

lessons prepared on the set 

material 

¥ Keeps a record of the set 

material in a music or school 

diary 

¥ Evaluates progress for set 

goals eg. soiree, band 

rehearsal, concerts, class test 

etc. 

¥ Attends lessons with 

instrument and music and 

usually does not have to be 

collected from class. 

¥ Evaluates practice habits as 

music becomes more 

challenging and adjusts the 

amount of time given to 

practice. 

¥ Uses positive self talk in 

lessons when describing 

performance. 

¥ Is able to overcome 

difficulties in learning a new 

technique by following 

instructions and persevering. 

¥ Sets goals for the future: eg 

shows interest in doing an 

AMEB exam or preparing 

for a stage band audition etc. 

¥ Is well organized and uses a 

practice diary to facilitate 

learning. 

¥ Student begins to understand 

the importance of technical 

work in facilitating 

performance. 

¥ Student develops a 

structured learning plan to 

understand and learn the set 

technique required at their 

level. 

¥ Through discussion and 

lessons with their teacher 

student begins to develop an 

aesthetic awareness of the set 

music. 

¥ Student is excited and 

challenged by realistic goals 

set and is able to plan to 

reach these goals. 
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The Individual Learner  
5.00    Standard 5.25 5.50 5.75 

• Student is able to monitor 
and describe their progress, 
identify their strengths and 
weaknesses and take action 
to address their weaknesses. 

• Student is able to identify 
positive learning habits and 
is able to utilize these to 
facilitate progress on their 
instrument. 

• Student seeks and responds 
to feedback from peers, 
teachers, other adults and is 
able to use this information 
to assist in their progress. 

• The student is able to 
determine learning 
improvement goals with 
assistance from their 
teachers and is able to act 
upon these. 

• Selects and applies a 
multiple of learning 
strategies to complete a set 
task. Eg. Working out which 
method to use to learn scales, 
listening to a recording of a 
piece as well as reading it or 
practice techniques such a 
looping and fragmentation. 

• Student is able to work out 
and apply the most useful 
strategies to their own 
personal learning style. 

• Student develops learning 
goals based on their 
achievements as a response 
to teacher assessment and 
feedback. 

• Student is able to apply their 
preferred learning style to 
mastering set pieces and 
techniques. 

• Student is able to use 
strategic practice techniques 
to master more complex 
pieces. Eg. Repetition, 
looping, fragmentation, 
slowing the tempo, listening 
to MP3 recordings of their 
teacher playing the piece etc. 

• Student continually is able to 
self assess their performance 
against their personal 
learning goals. 

• Student understands that 
background research into a 
piece of music can facilitate 
improvement in 
performance. 

• Student becomes more aware 
and is influenced by 
musicians outside of their 
school environment. Eg 
MSO, visiting clinicians and 
tutors, or recordings of 
musicians in a variety of 
genres. They are inspired 
and motivated to achieve 
further. 

• Student is able to persist in 
pursuing goals when met 
with adversity. 

• Work performance continues 
to improve based on personal 
assessments and refined 
learning goals.  

 

Managing Personal Learning 
5.00 5.25 5.50 5.75 

• Sets realistic short and long 
tem goals and is able to 
describe their progress 
toward these. 

• Is able to prioritize their time 
and utilize their practice time 
efficiently to achieve the set 
goals each week. 

• Has developed the required 
skills in lessons and is able 
to apply these to music so as 
to become a more 
independent musician. 

• Student has effective 
practice habits in place and 
is adept at keeping a practice 
diary. 

• Student is resilient when 
pursuing goals and is able to 
seek help, remains positive 
and is able to find solutions 
to difficulties in their 
performance. 

• Student is able to manage 
time well and is able to focus 
on the set tasks with minimal 
supervision. 

• Student continuously 
monitors and evaluates their 
practice habits and the 
impact this has on their 
performance. 

• Time management becomes 
more refined to focus on the 
goals set. 

• Student continues to monitor 
their weak areas and work 
with their teacher to resolve 
these problems. Eg rhythm 
reading, range, tone, scales 
etc. 

• Student is able to adapt their 
practice habits to develop 
new and more complex skills 
and pieces. 

• Student is able to become 
more independent in finding 
solutions to difficulties in 
musical passages by 
applying techniques used in 
class. Eg. A change of finger 
pattern or a change of 
position, reconsider the 
breathing places etc. 

• Positive self talk is always 
evident. 
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The Individual Learner  
6.00 6.25 6.50 6.75 

• Student is able to work 
independently using their 
teacher as a mentor to 
maximize their proficiency 
on their instrument. 

• Student is able to monitor, 
reflect and discuss their 
performance as an 
autonomous performer. 
Identify areas for 
improvement and implement 
actions to address them. 

• They are able to seek and 
respond to feedback from 
peers, teachers and other 
adults to develop and refine 
their musical performance. 

• Students identify their 
strengths and weaknesses to 
determine future learning 
needs and pathways eg. 
classical, jazz, commercial 
or rock musician. Career 
musician or leisure musician 
etc. 

• Use of research skills to 
analyze the structure and 
background of music to 
facilitate improvement in 
performance.  

• An element of risk taking in 
performance in terms of 
tempo, interpretation, 
dynamic contrast and 
technique to challenge the 
student to higher level of 
performance. 

• Careful planning in 
conjunction with the teacher 
to prepare a program of 
works to develop a variety of 
styles and techniques. 
Rationale of the program 
chosen and what strengths 
and weaknesses it will 
display in the student 

• The habit of regular self 
monitoring during practice 
and lessons. Checking the 
effectiveness of strategies 
employed and changing 
them when they are not 
working. 

• Developing the courage to 
challenge yourself to the 
maximum to facilitate 
further improvement. 
Getting out of the comfort 
zone. 

• Sourcing new and interesting 
repertoire by listening to 
recordings, live music and 
from the internet. 

• High level analytical skills 
for determining the quality 
of performance. 

• Familiarity with a range of 
issues related to the pursuit 
of learning, and being able to 
apply this to a musical 
domain. 

• High level of self assessment 
using positive self talk and 
initiating strategies to 
overcome any difficulties. 

• Realizing the individual 
pathway to follow in the 
musical domain in the 
forthcoming years having 
assessed the strengths and 
weakness of your 
performance. 

Managing Personal Learning 
6.00 6.25 6.50 6.75 

• Initiates personal short and 
long term goals. 

• Allocates and prioritises time 
to achieve set goals. 

• Initiates independent 
activities and repertoire. 

• Takes responsibility for their 
learning environment both at 
home and at school 

• Reviews continuously the 
quality and standard of 
performance. 

• A routine of planning and 
practice, orderly keeping of 
notes and learning goals. 

• An optimistic attitude that 
supports perseverance when 
facing technical challenges 
in music. 

• Attention to fine detail when 
preparing repertoire. 

• Record keeping that 
improves understanding of 
current repertoire. Eg. 
Structured notes on form, 
historical background and 
broad knowledge of musical 
history. 

• High level of self motivation 
and perseverance. 

• Leadership and motivation 
of peers in the music 
program. 

• A diverse repertoire of 
coping strategies for 
managing challenges in 
learning. 

• Strong practice habits that 
will hold them in good stead 
for future. 

• A positive attitude and high 
level of self motivation that 
will allow optimal progress 
in forthcoming years. 
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The Arts Domain  Instrumental Music 
 

Creating and Making 
4.00 4.25 4.50 4.75 

¥ Limited knowledge of the 

instrument is hindering any 

ability to create or make any 

tune. 

¥ Understanding of notation 

and rhythm reading is poor 

and is hindering progress. 

¥ Student has not developed 

the concept of achieving a 

consistent tone on their 

instrument and lacks control. 

¥ Instrument-specific skills are 

a challenge for the student, 

the student has difficulty  in 

following instructions. 

 

¥ The student has developed a 

satisfactory novice range (eg 

the first octave) on their 

instrument and is beginning 

to be able to create many 

tunes out of these first notes. 

¥ The understanding of rhythm 

is developing and fluency is 

improving. 

¥ The student has grasped the 

concept of instrument 

specific skills and is 

experimenting and 

manipulating these to gain 

success on their instrument. 

 

¥ The student is at a 

satisfactory standard for a 

student playing one year. 

¥ The student now knows 

several more notes and is 

able to expand their 

repertoire. 

¥ Rhythms have become more 

complex.  All music is in 

simple time however dotted 

rhythms have been added 

and there are more 

combinations of rhythms. 

¥ A variety of stylistic 

characteristics of music have 

been introduced. 

¥ Student understands the 

importance of articulation to 

generate the essence of style 

in music. 

¥ Dynamics play an important 

part in the expression of 

mood and emotion of a 

piece. Students learn to 

creatively use dynamics to 

communicate the intended 

aim of a composition. 

¥ Compound rhythms are 

introduced to expand the 

students’ rhythm repertoire. 

Exploring and Responding 
4.00 4.25 4.50 4.75 

¥ Student is hindered by 

technical aspects of playing 

their instrument and is not 

able to respond as yet at an 

expressive or structural level. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¥ Student can recognize 

repeated sections in music 

and recognize that there are 

shortcuts to learning a longer 

piece. 

¥ Students can recognize some  

elements of style in music. 

Eg march: ‘crisp and 

tongued’, hymn tune: 

‘smooth and connected’ and 

is beginning to use musical 

language to describe these 

elements. 

¥ Students can recognize 

heard/performed music as 

belonging to a particular 

culture, tradition or style. Eg. 

classical, jazz, world music. 

¥ Student can recognize 

several simple styles of 

music and can discuss these.  

¥ Through their Essential 

Elements Book students 

have covered many styles 

and genres including, 

classical, folk, world and 

jazz music and have become 

familiar with a wide range of 

composers.  

¥ Students can recognize 

simple binary and ternary 

form in music. 

¥ Students can copy a style 

played by their teacher and is 

beginning to establish a 

sense of style in their own 

right. They can identify 

when a peer is not playing in 

style, and can discuss this 

and correct it.  

¥ Student is establishing the 

styles they prefer to play and 

like to listen to. 

¥ Students by now, have 

performed at several 

concerts and soirees and are 

able to respond to audience, 

teacher and peer feedback 

¥ Students are beginning to 

independently see the shape 

and form of music. 
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Creating and Making 

5.00 5.25 5.50 5.75 
• By now, student has a solid 

grasp of the technical aspects 

of their instrument  for a 

second year level–player and 

is able to perform at a level 

where they can express 

themselves and perform in a 

variety of styles. They can 

combine many learnt skills 

to create a performance. 

 

 

 

 

• Student is expanding their 

repertoire to include music 

from different periods and 

genres of the performance 

spectrum. 

• Student is developing a 

sound technique on their 

instrument which allows 

them to further explore the 

possibilities of the repertoire 

for their instrument, 

• Tonal development is 

maturing and the student is 

incorporating a wider range 

of tonal variance to enhance 

their musical performance. 

• Has developed instrument-

specific skills to a level 

where they are performing at 

a standard of a third year 

level player. 

• Rhythms have become more 

complex and the student is 

now comfortable playing in a 

variety of simple and 

compound times and is 

fluent at a variety of tempi. 

• Student is conversant with 

many different styles of 

music and is able to 

accurately portray these at a 

third year level. 

• Student is able to use a 

variety of skills and 

techniques on their 

instrument to accurately 

realise the intended aims of 

selected works of music. 

• Student is able to justify 

aesthetic choices in 

interpreting music works and 

is able to engage in musical 

discourse with their teacher 

regarding this. 

• Student becomes more aware 

of the communicative aspect 

of music performance and is 

able to portray this. 

Exploring and Responding 

5.00 5.25 5.50 5.75 
• Student has a musical 

awareness of standards of 

musical performance and can 

respond in a positive way to 

improve their own playing 

level. 

• Student is able to use 

musical language to describe 

their performance and that of 

others to enhance musical 

performance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Can identify formal structure 

of music eg. Binary, ternary, 

rondo, air and variation. If 

not in a formal structure the 

student can identify the 

individual sections of a 

work. 

• Student is able to use a 

growing aural ability to 

assess their performance in 

terms of intonation and pitch 

and is able to adjust 

accordingly. 

 

• Displays knowledge of the 

structure of works and can 

describe the moods created 

by different melodies within 

sections of a piece. 

• Can use musical language to 

describe the style of a piece 

of music from different 

genres and periods. 

• Can discuss their 

performance using positive 

language in a manner that 

can assist their playing 

standard. 

• Student explores recordings 

of works they are performing 

to gain knowledge of 

differing interpretive ideas. 

They are able to discuss this 

using musical terminology 

and formulate their own 

interpretation of the works. 

• They are becoming more 

adept at self evaluation of 

their own performance and 

are continuously revising 

their performance practice 

accordingly. 
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Creating and Making 

6.00 6.25 6.50 6.75 
¥ Student is now playing at a 

good level for a fourth year 

player. They are playing 

with confidence and have 

become a more independent 

performer. They have 

grasped the concepts of 

rhythm and can play fluently 

over a wide variety of tempi. 

Their tone production and 

technique is secure. They are 

using their skills to explore 

the possibilities of their 

instrument 

 

 

¥ Student begins to explore the 

range of repertoire for their 

instrument and is confident 

is making wider choice of 

selection in terms of style 

and genre. 

¥ Expressive ability expands 

as a higher level of technical 

proficiency is achieved. 

¥ Student gains further in the 

instruments specific 

technique of their instrument 

allowing for more mature 

works to be selected and 

performed. 

¥ Student is performing at a 

good level for a fifth year 

player. They have developed 

a personal sound and have 

developed the skills 

necessary to use music as a 

means of communicating 

ideas and emotions.  

¥ The student has become 

highly independent and the 

teacher has become a mentor 

guiding the student in 

repertoire choice and 

interpretive ideas. 

¥ The student is performing at 

a VCE level and is able to 

select and prepare a  

program covering a wide 

variety of styles and genres. 

¥ The student performs with 

flare and confidence and is 

able to convey the musical 

intention of each of the 

works convincingly to the 

audience. 

¥ The technical aspects of the 

instrument and works have 

become secondary to the 

interpretive and musical 

ideas that need to be 

portrayed. 

Exploring and Responding 

6.00 6.25 6.50 6.75 
¥ The student is able to discuss 

and understand a wide 

variety of styles and has a 

greatly expanded vocabulary 

to enable them to discuss 

musical concepts with their 

teacher and peers. 

¥ The student is able to assess 

their own performance and 

that of others to grow in their 

musical awareness so as to 

enhance their own playing 

ability. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¥ Student researches the 

background of works and 

fully understands how 

greater knowledge of a 

chosen work can enhance a 

musical performance and 

interpretation. 

¥ Student develops their 

interpretive ability further 

through wide listening of 

many styles and genres of 

music and through 

discussion with their teacher 

and is able to incorporate 

this confidently into their 

own performance. 

¥ The student has a definite 

opinion regarding their likes 

and dislikes over certain 

styles and genres and is 

beginning to make choices 

regarding their preference 

both in repertoire choice and 

in the direction of their 

future musical endeavors. 

¥ Student is able to use their 

well developed aural 

perception and critical 

evaluation techniques to 

assess both their own 

performances and that of 

their peers and professional 

musicians. 

¥ Student is able to evaluate 

the stylistic, technical, 

expressive and aesthetic 

features of musical works, 

discuss these and portray 

them throughout their 

performance. 

¥ Student is excited and looks 

forward to performing. 

¥ Student is able to justify 

their musical choices and 

interpretations and can refer 

to text and recording sources 

to substantiate their rendition 

of the performance of a 

selected work. 
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Level D: Novice Band - Quattro Strings
ÒAlign the appropriate Progression Point according to your studentÕs YEAR & SEMESTER...Ó

Yr 7   Sem 1
Sem 2

3.75
4.00

4.00
4.25

4.25 (end of S1)
4.50 (end of S2)

4.50
4.75

4.75
5.0

Yr 8   Sem 1
Sem 2

4.25
4.50

4.50
4.75

4.75 (end of S1)
5.00 (end of S2)

5.0
5.25

5.25
5.50

Yr 9   Sem 1
Sem 2

4.75
5.0

5.00
5.25

5.25 (end of S1)
5.50 (end of S2)

5.50
5.75

5.75
6.0

Yr 10   Sem 1
Sem 2

5.25
5.50

5.50
5.75

5.75 (end of S1)
6.00 (end of S2)

6.0
6.25

6.25
6.50

Other Guides:
‘Not Satisfactory’

OR
‘Beginner 

Instrumentalist’

Other Guides:
‘Satisfactory’

OR
ÔLearning one 

semester’

Other Guides:
‘Good’

OR
‘Playing 1 yr’

Other Guides:
‘Very Good’

OR
‘Playing 1 !  yrs’

Other Guides:
‘Excellent’

OR
ÔPlaying 2 or more 

yrs’

ÔCreating and 
MakingÕ

* Technical Ability

* Reading Ability

* Lack of technical skills does 
not allow proper performance 

of parts.

* Has trouble reading basic 
note values and rhythms 

relative to musical standard to 
the extent it impedes progress.

* Demonstrates appropriate 
technical abilities to play 

ensemble parts: good 
beginning articulatory skills / 

note-production.

* Shows appropriate  
understanding of reading 

note values, and time / key 
signatures, relative to 

musical standard. Moderate 
sight-reading ability.

* Demonstrates very good 
technical command of parts, 
including clear articulation, 

an understanding of the 
importance of posture.

* Shows good fluency of 
reading note values, rests and 

basic rhythms, relative to 
musical standard. Good 

sight-reading ability.

* Shows a very promising 
approach to technical skill 
improvement with strong 
instrument-specific skills; 

sound production and  
physical posture.

* Shows a strong fluency of 
reading note values, rests and 

basic rhythms, relative to 
musical standard, with very 
good sight-reading ability.

Has begun to acquire the 
skills necessary to work 
both independently and 

within a team (relative to a 
player with ‘two yrs +’ 

experience), to produce a 
musical performance which 
embraces an understanding 
of their instrument-specific 
skills (technical, physical 

and theoretical), plus 
conceptual and expressive 

skills.

ÔExploring and 
respondingÕ

* Response to 

Director

* Ability to play 

parts

*Does not acknowledge 
conductor/director and finds it 

difficult to keep in time.

*Comes to rehearsal ill-
prepared, and with no 
preparation of parts.

*Displays an awareness of 
conductor /director and is 
able to respond positively.

*Shows effort in the 
preparation of parts for the 

ensemble, with awareness of 
dynamic changes and 

expression.

*Displays a growing 
awareness and good response 

to conductor/director. Can 
follow spontaneous non-

verbal directions.

*Displays good ability to 
perform parts and ability to 
play expressively and with 

dynamic nuance.

*Displays good awareness of 
Conductor/Director and 

responds with precision and 
good expressive abilities.

*Displays a strong ability to 
play parts up to the written 

tempo, with appropriate 
expression and dynamic 

markings.

*Displays very good 
awareness of Conductor/

Director and responds with 
precision and good 
expressive abilities.

*Displays a very strong 
ability to play parts up to the 

written tempo, with 
appropriate expression and 

dynamic markings.

Working in Teams
* Co-operation

* Responsibility

* Understanding of 

role within group.

*Is unreliable regarding 
punctuality / attendance.

*Is disruptive in rehearsals 
and finds it hard to interact 

with section members.

* Shows little desire to 
understand their role within 

the group.

* Punctual.

*Co-operative attitude

* Is developing an awareness 
of their team-role within the 

group.

* Punctual

* Co-operative

* Understands their role and 
an awareness of the terms 

‘blend’ and ‘balance’ within 
section and/or ensemble.

* Punctual and helpful with 
set-up and set-down of group.

* Highly co-operative

* Shows a perceptive 
understanding of their role in 

achieving ‘blend’ and 
‘balance’ within section and/

or within ensemble.

* Punctual and helpful with 
organisational processes of 

group.
* Highly co-operative and 

showing leadership 
tendencies.

* Understands their role 
within the group, with 

regard to achieving high-
level, balance & blend.

* Active in being a strong 
catalyst within section.


